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2026 Hantavirus Outbreak: Testing for Potential Infection 

 
Summary 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is issuing this Health Alert Network 
(HAN) Health Update to inform clinicians and health departments about testing available for 
patients with suspected hantavirus infection to include Andes virus. CDC first issued a Health 
Advisory (CDCHAN-00528) about this outbreak on May 8, 2026. Hantaviruses are a group of 
viruses that typically spread to people who come in contact with sylvatic rodents. These viruses 
can cause severe illness or death in humans. Andes virus, a type of hantavirus endemic in 
South America, is the only type of hantavirus that is known to spread from person to person. 
Several other New World hantaviruses are endemic to the United States and are not 
transmissible from person to person. New World hantaviruses can cause hantavirus pulmonary 
syndrome (HPS), a potentially serious disease that can cause damage to the lungs. 
 
On May 2, 2026, an outbreak of Andes virus on a cruise ship was reported to the World Health 
Organization (WHO). This outbreak has raised the possibility of cases being imported to the 
United States. As of May 18, no confirmed cases of Andes virus associated with the outbreak on 
the cruise ship have been reported in the United States. Therefore, the overall risk to the 
American public is still considered extremely low at this time. CDC and health 
departments in several states are monitoring the health of U.S. passengers from the ship and 
U.S. air travel contacts of symptomatic ship passengers who were subsequently confirmed to 
have Andes virus infection. This Health Update informs clinicians about testing and consultation 
that are available for Andes virus and other hantaviruses endemic to the United States, South 
America, and other nations. 

  

https://www.cdc.gov/han/php/notices/han00528.html
https://www.cdc.gov/han/php/notices/han00528.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/data-research/cases/index.html
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Background 
On May 2, 2026, WHO was notified of a cluster of severe acute respiratory illness (SARI) among 
passengers and crew aboard the M/V Hondius cruise ship in the Atlantic Ocean. On May 6, 
2026, WHO confirmed that the cluster was caused by Andes virus, a hantavirus endemic in 
areas of South America that can cause hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (HPS). Andes virus is 
the only hantavirus known to spread from person to person. This type of transmission is rare 
for hantaviruses and is generally associated with prolonged close contact. As of May 15, WHO 
has reported 10 cases (8 of them laboratory-confirmed), including 3 deaths. 
 
Hantaviruses cause two syndromes. Hantaviruses found in the Western Hemisphere are often 
referred to as New World hantaviruses and can cause HPS. Several New World hantaviruses 
that do not spread person to person are endemic in the United States. These include Sin 
Nombre virus, the virus mostly commonly associated with U.S. HPS cases. In addition to HPS, 
hantaviruses can cause other clinically significant illness. Hemorrhagic fever with renal 
syndrome (HFRS) is a group of clinically similar illnesses that affect the kidneys. HFRS is caused 
by another group of hantaviruses, often referred to as Old World hantaviruses, that are found 
mostly in Europe and Asia. However, Seoul virus, a type of hantavirus that causes HFRS, is 
found worldwide, including in the United States. Non-HPS hantavirus infection can also occur, in 
which patients experience non-specific viral symptoms without cardio-pulmonary symptoms. 
 
Hantavirus infections can occur year-round but are reported more frequently during the spring 
and summer months when rodent populations increase and people may have greater exposure 
to rodent-infested environments such as cabins, sheds, campsites, and homes. The most 
common hantavirus that causes HPS in the United States is spread by the deer mouse. Andes 
virus is spread primarily by the long-tailed pygmy rice rat (Oligoryzomys longicaudatus). 
 

Recommendations for Clinicians 
• Consider Andes virus infection in patients who 

o (1) have symptoms compatible with hantavirus infection, AND 
o (2) were aboard the M/V Hondius cruise ship OR had direct contact with 

someone associated with the M/V Hondius Andes virus outbreak. 
• Contact your state, tribal, local, or territorial health department immediately to report a 

suspected Andes virus case and for assistance with diagnostic testing for Andes virus. 
• Know that assays designed to specifically detect Andes virus may not detect other New 

World hantaviruses endemic in the United States. 
• Consider infection with other New World hantaviruses in patients who 

o (1) have symptoms compatible with hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (HPS) or 
non-HPS hantavirus infection, AND 

o (2) have a history of known or suspected exposure to sylvatic rodents or rodent 
excreta (e.g., urine, droppings, or nesting materials). 

https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/php/emergency-guidance/index.html#cdc_er_guidance_recom2-risk-based-management-for-contacts
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/data-research/cases/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/hcp/clinical-overview/hfrs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/hcp/clinical-overview/hfrs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/data-research/cases/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/data-research/cases/index.html
https://libraries.cste.org/after-hours-contact/
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/hcp/clinical-overview/index.html
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Consider infection with Old World hantaviruses in patients who 
o (1) have symptoms consistent with hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome 

(HFRS), AND 
o (2) have a history of known or suspected exposure to sylvatic rodents or rodent 

excreta (e.g., urine, droppings, or nesting materials). 
• Test for non-Andes hantavirus in patients who have symptoms compatible with 

hantavirus infection and have a history of rodent exposure, but who are not associated 
with the M/V Hondius Andes virus outbreak. 

• Consult with CDC's Viral Special Pathogens Branch (VSPB) to discuss hantavirus 
diagnostic testing by calling the CDC Emergency Operations Center at 770-488-
7100 and requesting VSPB's on-call epidemiologist. VSPB cannot accept specimens 
without prior consultation. 

 

For More Information 
General Resources 

• About Hantavirus | CDC 
• About Andes Virus | CDC 

Clinician Resources 
• Clinician Brief: Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal Syndrome | CDC 
• Hantavirus Disease Trainings for Healthcare Providers | CDC 

Health Department Resources 
• Interim Guidance for Public Health Assessment and Management of People with 

Potential Exposure to Andes Virus | Hantavirus | CDC 
• Hantavirus Case Definition and Reporting | CDC 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) protects people’s health and safety by preventing and 

controlling diseases and injuries; enhances health decisions by providing credible information on critical health issues; 
and promotes healthy living through strong partnerships with local, national and international organizations. 
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DPH contact information for reportable diseases and reporting requirements  
Reporting of Hantavirus is consistent with South Carolina Law requiring the reporting of diseases and 
conditions to your state or local public health department. (State Law # 44-29-10 and Regulation # 60-
20) as per the DPH 2026 List of Reportable Conditions.  

 

Federal HIPAA legislation allows disclosure of protected health information, without consent of the 
individual, to public health authorities to collect and receive such information for the purpose of 
preventing or controlling disease. (HIPAA 45 CFR §164.512).  

  
Regional Public Health Offices – 2026 

Mail or call reports to the Epidemiology Office in each Public Health Region 
 

MAIL TO: 
Lowcountry 

3685 Rivers Avenue, Suite 201 
N. Charleston, SC 29405 

Fax: (843) 953-0051 

Midlands 
2000 Hampton Street 
Columbia, SC 29204 
Fax: (803) 251-3170 

Pee Dee 
1931 Industrial Park Road 

Conway, SC 29526 
Fax: (843) 915-6506  

Upstate 
352 Halton Road 

Greenville, SC 29607 
Fax: (864) 282-4373 

    
CALL TO: 

Lowcountry Midlands Pee Dee Upstate 
Allendale, Bamberg, Beaufort,  
Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston,  
Colleton, Dorchester, Hampton,  
Jasper, Orangeburg 
 
Office: (843) 441-1091 
Nights/Weekends: (843) 441-1091  

Aiken, Barnwell, Chester, 
Edgefield, Fairfield, Kershaw, 
Lancaster, Lexington, Newberry, 
Richland, Saluda, York 
 
Office: (888) 801-1046 
Nights/Weekends: (888) 801-1046 

Clarendon, Chesterfield, 
Darlington, Dillon, Florence, 
Georgetown, Horry, Lee, Marion, 
Marlboro, Sumter, Williamsburg 
 
Office: (843) 915-8886 
Nights/Weekends: (843) 409-0695 

Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee, 
Greenville, Greenwood, 
Laurens, McCormick, Oconee, 
Pickens, Spartanburg, Union 
 
Office: (864) 372-3133 
Nights/Weekends: (864) 423-6648 

    

For information on reportable conditions, see   
dph.sc.gov/professionals/health-professionals/sc-list-reportable-

conditions 

DPH Bureau of Communicable  
Disease Prevention & Control 

Communicable Disease Epidemiology Section 
P.O. Box 2046 ∙ West Columbia, SC  29171 
Phone: (803) 898-0861∙ Fax: (803) 898-0897 

Nights / Weekends: 1-888-847-0902 
 

 
Categories of Health Alert messages: 
Health Alert Conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention. 
Health Advisory Provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action. 
Health Update Provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action. 
Info Service  Provides general information that is not necessarily considered to be of an emergent nature. 

 

https://dph.sc.gov/sites/scdph/files/Library/00167-ENG-CR_2026.pdf
https://dph.sc.gov/professionals/health-professionals/sc-list-reportable-conditions
https://dph.sc.gov/professionals/health-professionals/sc-list-reportable-conditions
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