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DPH expands state’s
tracking dashboards

IRIS HUNTER
Staff Reporter

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Public Health has ex-

panded its tracking
dashboards.
The 13 dashboards offer

comprehensive and accurate
insights into key health indi-
cators for South Carolina
communities. The dashboards
also provide data on trends
related to cancer incidences,
asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease, heart at-
tack/stroke, air quality, child-
hood lead, drinking water,
heat-related illness, life ex-
pectancy, Lyme disease, re-
productive health,
unintentional carbon monox-
ide poisoning and data spe-
cific to each county.

The dashboard updates in-
clude expanded demographic
breakdowns by race and age,
additional county data, im-
proved data visualization tips,
new downloadable info-
graphics, and more resource
links. The new data en-
hances DPH’s ability to re-
spond to
emerging health trends while
ensuring residents in commu-
nities have access to accurate
actionable data.

“We want to make sure that
we have the most current data
possible to see what issues
are impacting our communi-
ties in the county. We would
like to be able to see the dif-
ference so that we can deter-
mine what the health and
environmental issues are
within the community so that
we can address the issue with

the most impactful re-
sources,” said Katie
O'Shields Free, DPH's Epi-
demiology, Analytics, & Data
Visualization section director.

The information in the
dashboards typically goes
back at least 5 years. There
are some dashboards that
have limited data since, in
some cases, information was
not always recorded.

The agency is in the
process of developing food

insecurity and emergency
preparedness  dashboards,

which will be released later
this year. The topics of food
insecurity and emergency
preparedness are an issue in
the state, and the agency
wants to highlight them be-
cause they impact a large
amount of South Carolinians.

The food insecurity dash-
board will highlight the issues
impacting food insecurity and
inform individuals about food
banks and food programs.
Food insecurity can be im-
pacted by multiple factors, in-
cluding the weather.

“The goal of the food inse-
curity dashboard is to provide
members of the community
access to food outlets by
looking at how we can com-
bat food insecurity issues,”
said Free.

The emergency prepared-
ness dashboard will highlight
the emergency items people
should have in their homes.
The emergency preparedness
dashboard will contain a
game that will encourage the
participant to find different
emergency preparedness
items to teach them the im-
portance of having the items.

The food insecurity and

emergency preparedness
dashboards ~ will contain

downloadable pdfs and inter-
active tools.

The agency hopes that the
improvements to the dash-
boards will enhance the well-
being and knowledge about
specific health topics of the
individuals within the com-
munity.

“We are hoping to start and
continue using the tools to see
the changes in the commu-
nity, make important data ac-
cessible and be a resource for
state and local communities,”
Free stated.

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Environmental Serv-
ices and the South Carolina
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs
Office provided additional
data used to expand the dash-
boards. The South Carolina
Emergency Management Di-
vision, Census, Feeding
America and USDA assisted
with providing data for the
food insecurity and emer-
gency preparedness dash-
boards.

The dashboards are avail-
able in the English and Span-
ish languages.

More information about the
dashboards is available at
https://dph sc.gov/profession-
als/public-health-data/sc-en-
vironmental-public-health-tra
cking/sc-tracking-dash-
boards.

Individuals can ask ques-
tions about the data or
have DPH to present infor-
mation about the dashboards
by contacting SCTrack-
ing@dph.sc.gov.
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Unemployment rate continues to rise

JACQUELINE HOUGH
Editor — The Link

Chesterfield County saw
another increase in its unem-
ployment rate for July.

For the county, the rate in-
creased from 5.1 to 5.4 per-
cent.

Williamsburg County con-
tinued to have the highest in
the state and saw its rate in-
crease from 7.8 to 8.7 per-
cent

Charleston County re-
mained the lowest rate with a
slight increase to 3.7 percent.

The unemployment rate
for the state increased
slightly to 4.2 percent.

William Floyd, executive

director of the Department
of Employment and Work-
force, said it was another
strong employment month
for the state with job growth
in nearly every industrial
sector and employers ex-
panding their payrolls by an
estimated 9,000 jobs.

“The unemployment rate
ticked up to 4.2 percent as
more people entered the
labor force, while the state
saw significant job growth in
professional, scientific, and
technical services; adminis-
trative and support and waste
management and remedia-
tion services; and accommo-
dation and food services,” he
said in a statement.

Floyd added in September
of each year, DEW cele-
brates workforce develop-
ment month to highlight
some of the great work done
by businesses, organizations

and workforce partners
throughout the state.
Unemployment rate

changes for other counties in
the area included Marlboro
County from 7.1 to 7.7 per-
cent, Dillon County from 5.9
to 6.4, Darlington County 5.0
to 5.5, Florence County
from 4.8 to 5.2, and Lan-
caster County from 4.5 to
438.

In July 2024, Chesterfield
County had an unemploy-
ment rate of 5.6 percent.

Chesterfield Service Club to host
eighth annual breakfast fundraiser

BENNIE MILES
Staff Reporter

The Chesterfield Service
Club, in partnership with
the Chesterfield Police De-
partment, will once again
bring the community to-
gether with its eighth annual

Edwin “Brother” Davis
breakfast, scheduled for
Sept. 12.

The breakfast is from 7 to
10 a.m. at the Chesterfield
Family YMCA. Tickets are
$8.

The breakfast is named in
honor of Edwin “Brother”
Davis, a longtime leader
and one of the most dedi-
cated members of the club.

Davis served as president
for more than two decades
and has remained a constant

source of support and en-
couragement for both the
organization and the com-
munity. His name on this
event reflects not only his
personal commitment but
also the lasting impact indi-
viduals can have when they
devote their time and talents
to service.

Guests will enjoy a tradi-
tional Southern breakfast
along with fellowship that
organizers say is just as im-
portant as the meal itself.
Attendance has steadily
grown over the years as
more families and neigh-
bors embrace the opportu-
nity to gather in a setting
that promotes connection
and unity.

The Edwin “Brother”
Davis breakfast also high-

lights the broader role of
civic clubs in small towns
and rural communities.

As one of the oldest civic
groups in  Chesterfield
County, the Service Club
has a long tradition of giv-
ing back through charitable
efforts and community serv-
ice.

Proceeds from the break-
fast will support the club’s
ongoing projects, and mem-
bers continue to encourage
others to consider joining.

Tickets can be purchased
from club members or the
Chesterfield Police Depart-
ment.

More information is
available by contacting
Davis Yarborough at (843)
623-1182 or davis@ander-
sonrealestate.org.

Your Neighborhood Propane Provider

REALITY

- - ¢

OIL & GAS CO.

| Logout




LOCAL - FRIENDLY - RELIABLE - TRUSTED

NEW CUSTOMERS \ho switch to Quality Oil & Gas,
RECEIVE $80 towards their first delivery!

CURRENT CUSTOMERS , when you REFER a friend
We've got baked gOOdS, or neighbor who switches to Quality Oil & Gas,

vegetables, giﬂs and more! M get $80 CREDIT on your account, too!
' SEE US AT THE MARF e

Mc (S @uaLiry
Wnes South @?@ml‘dlmi]@ﬂ [+1843-335786/11 S

SwitchToQuality.com

(800) 322-2997

Download this edition as PDF




