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Important Notice: Intravenous Fluid Supply Disruption
Dear Valued Health Care Partners and Other Providers,

We are writing to inform you of a disruption in the supply of intravenous (IV) fluids and
peritoneal dialysis solutions due to damage sustained by Baxter International Inc.'s
manufacturing plant in North Cove, North Carolina, following Hurricane Helene. This plant is a
key producer of these essential medical products, and the situation has raised concerns about the
availability of supplies both in South Carolina and across the United States.

Baxter International Inc., in collaboration with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
and the Agency for Strategic Preparedness and Response, is actively working to assess the
impact of this event and develop strategies to address any potential supply shortages. While the
FDA has not officially declared a shortage at this time, we want to take proactive steps to ensure
that we are prepared for any possible disruptions.

To help manage and conserve the existing supply of IV fluids, we are asking all health care
providers, facilities and other providers who use these products to follow these guidelines:

1. Inventory Management: Review and document your current inventory of IV fluids and
peritoneal dialysis solutions, along with your usage patterns.

2. Conservation Efforts: Reduce non-essential use of IV fluids. Prioritize usage for
patients with the most urgent medical needs.

3. Alternative Strategies: Consider alternative approaches for patient care that minimize
the use of IV fluids, such as using different routes of medication administration where
appropriate.

4. Identify Other Suppliers: Begin identifying alternative suppliers for IV fluids and
peritoneal dialysis solutions to help mitigate the risk of supply disruptions.

Baxter International Inc. has provided guidance on how to manage and conserve existing
supplies. We encourage all providers to review these recommendations, even if you are not
currently a customer of Baxter.

In the event of a future shortage of IV fluids and peritoneal dialysis solutions, we will continue to
communicate with our statewide partners on how to make supply requests and provide updates
on any developments.
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For additional information and resources, please refer to the DPH Health Advisory: Intravenous
Fluid Supply Disruption and the South Carolina Hospital Association's update: Urgent Update on
Baxter Plant in NC & Impact on Hospital Services.

We appreciate your cooperation and understanding as we navigate this situation together. Should
you have any questions or need further assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out to us.

Sincerely,

R i

Edward Simmer, MD, MPH, DLFAPA
Interim Director
S.C. Department of Public Health



