
Leading Circumstances Related to Homicide

Ranking Circumstance Percent of Homicides

1 Argument 33.6%

2 Precipitated by Other Crime 23.7%

3 Intimate Partner Violence 18.7%

4 Other Crime in Progress 17.8%

5 Fight Between 2 People 16.3%

Injury

South Carolina

Homicides, by County
Rate per 100,000 population

Homicides

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for years prior based on bridge-race 
estimates. 

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for years prior based on bridge-race 
estimates.

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Notes: Fatal injuries occurred in SC (by county of injury). Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for 
years prior based on bridge-race estimates.
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Dillon, Lee, and Allendale 
counties had the highest 
homicide rates from 2017-
2021.

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: More than one circumstance can be given for an event. Percentages are among the 53.9% of homicide 
decedents with a known circumstance.
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Suicides, by County
Rate per 100,000 population

Suicides

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for years prior based on bridge-race 
estimates.

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for years prior based on bridge-race estimates.

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Notes: Fatal injuries occurred in SC (by county of injury). Population for year 2021 based on single-race estimates and for 
years prior based on bridge-race estimates.
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McCormick, Cherokee, and 
Laurens counties had the 
highest suicide rates from 
2017–2021.

Leading Circumstances Related to Suicide

Ranking Circumstance Percent of Suicides

1 Mental Health Problem 40.6%

2 Depressed Mood 31.8%

3 Physical Health Problem 27.5%

4 History of Suicidal Thoughts 26.7%

5 Intimate Partner Problem 24.8%

Source: SC VDRS, 2017-2021.
Note: More than one circumstance can be given for an event. Percentages are among the 76.1% of suicide 
decedents with a known circumstance.
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